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CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 8599 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR CPRS BF 

SUBJECT: EXTRADITION - ROBERT L. VESCO 

1. ARGENTINE EXTRADITION EXPERT TOMAS A.J. 

BOYWITT, MEMBER OF FIRM BRONS & SALAS, ATTORNEYS AT LAW, 
AFTER BEING BRIEFED ON INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY 
FROM AP SOURCES RE JUDGE RODRIGUEZ' DECLARATORY JUDG- 
MENT, MADE THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS: 

2. JUDGE RODRIGUEZ, A FEDERAL JUDGE, WOULD BE 
INCOMPETENT TO HEAR ANY ACTION OR SUIT INVOLVING A 
SOVEREIGN STATE, I.E., THE UNITED STATES. THE PROPER 
AUTHORITY WOULD HAVE TO BE THE SUPREME COURT AND NOTI- 
FICATION TO THE INTERESTED SOVEREIGN STATE WOULD BE 
MADE THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS. NO 

EX PARTE ACTIONS REGARDING SOVEREIGN STATES ARE PRO- 
VIDED FOR UNDER THE LAW. 

3. JUDGE RODRIGUEZ WOULD ALSO BE INCOMPETENT 

TO HEAR AN EXTRADITION MATTER A PRIORI. THE SUBJECT 
OF REQUESTED EXTRADITION THROUGH HIS LEGAL COUNSEL 
WOULD GILE A BRIEF AT THE APPELATE LEVEL WHICH WOULD 
BE SUBJECT TO REVIEW THROUGH THE SUPREME COURT. 
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4. THE ENTIRE MATTER OF JUDGE RODRIGUEZ' DE- 
CLARATORY JUDGMENT APPEARS TO BE HIGHLY IRREGULAR. 

OF COURSE, BOYWITT INDICATED IT WOULD BE NECESSARY 
FOR HIM TO SEE THE ENTIRE RECORD AS CONTAINED IN 
TRIB UNALES BEFORE RENDERING ANY INFORMED JUDGMENT. 

5. THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE BUENOS AIRES HERALD 

OF 11/24/73 CONTAINED AN EDITORIAL COMMENT REGARDING 
LOCAL PRESS RELUCTANCE TO REPORT INFORMATION OF LOCAL 
INTEREST WITHOUT FIRST VETTING SAME THROUGH THE 
GOVERNMENT PRESS OFFICE. CASE IN POINT WAS VESCO'S. 
MENTION IS MADE OF EYBROWS BEING RAISED IN BUENOS 
AIRES LEGAL PROFESSION WHO HAVE HEARD OF JUDGE RODRI- 
GUEZ' DECLARATORY JUDGMENT. COMMENT IS MADE THAT 
STUDENTS AND LAW AND POLITICS ARE WAITING TO SEE 
WHETHER USG WILL APPEAL AGAINST RULING OR LET "SLEEPING 
DOGS LIE" IN VIEW OF CONNECTION OF VESCO WITH MITCHELL, 
STANS, ET AL. 

6. EMBASSY ENDEAVORING TO SECURE CERTIFIED COPY 
OF JUDGMENT AND ANSWERS TO OTHER QUESTIONS IN 
REFERENCED CABLE. 

KREBS 
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